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(57) Abstract: A communications system comprises 
at least one beacon device (12, 14) capable of wireless 
message transmission and at least one portable device 
( 10) capable of receiving such a message transmission. 
The beacon (12) is arranged to broadcast a series of 
inquiry messages (60) each in the form of a plurality 
of predetermined data fields (INQ) arranged accord- 
ing to a first communications protocol, such as Blue- 
tooth- For the delivery of additional data via broadcast, 
the beacon (12) adds to each inquiry message prior to 
transmission an additional data field (BCD) carrying 
broadcast data, with the portable device (10) receiv- 
ing the transmitted inquiry messages and reading the 
broadcast data from the additional data field. 
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DESCRIPTION 



DATA DELIVERY THROUGH BEACONS 

The present invention relates to services offered to users of electronic 
equipment, espedally but not exclusively to users of mobile communications 
devices such as portable telephones and suitably equipped PDA's (personal 
digital assistants). The invention further relates to means for delivery of such 
services, and to portable devices for receiving them. 

Recent years have seen a great increase in subscribers worid-wide to 
mobile telephone networks and. through advances in technology and the 
addition of functionalities, cellular telephones have become personal, trusted 
devices. A result of this is that a mobile Information society is developing, with 
personalised and localised services becoming increasingly more important. 
Such "Context-Aware" (CA) mobile telephones are used with low power, short 
range base stations in places like shopping malls to provide location-specific 
infomiation. This infonnatlon might include local maps, information on neartjy 
shops and restaurants and so on. The user's CA terminal may be equipped to 
filter the information received according to pre-stored user preferences and the 
user is only alerted if an item of data of particular interest has been received. 

An example of a CA terminal is given in U.S. patent 5,835,861 which 
discloses the use of wireless telephones within the context of advertisement 
billboards. The user of a wireless telephone obtains the telephone number of a 
vendor by activating his/her wireless telephone to transmit a prompt signal to 
an active advertisement source and to receive from the advertisement source 
a response signal containing the telephone number of the advertising vendor. 
The telephone number can then be used to automatically place a call to that 
vendor via the public switched telephone network. Alternatively, the telephone 
number can be stored for use later on. This anangement can be used to place 
a call to a vendor without having to either memorise the telephone number or 
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to write it down. The signals between the billboard and the caller can be 
transnnitted as modulated infrared (IR) signals. 

In another example, Hewlett-Packard has posted a publication on the 
Web at <http://www.cooltown.hp.com/papers/webpres/WebPresence.htm> 

5 about their "Cooltown" project. The convergence of Web technology, wireless 
networks and portable client devices provides design opportunities for 
computer/communications systems. In the Cooltown project, systems that are 
location-aware can be created using URL's for addressing, physical URL's for 
delivery via beacons and sensing of URL's for discovery, and localised web 

10 servers for directories. The systems are ubiquitous to support nomadic users. 
On top of this infrastructure the Internet connectivity can be leveraged to 
support communications services. Web presence bridges the World Wide Web 
and the physical world inhabited by the users, providing a model for 
supporting nomadic users without a central control point. 

15 The Cooltown Museum and Bookstore offers visitors a Web-enhanced 

experience. As visitors tour the museum, their portable digital assistant (PDA) 
can receive Web URLs fi-om wireless "beacons". These beacons are small 
infrared transceivers located dose to pictures or sculptures; the URLs link into 
a Web of infomnation about the items. Using the PDA's Web browser, visitors 

20 can read or hear about the artist or the work and about related art works in the 
museum. The URLs can also be stored as bookmarks for further study or they 
can be used to select reproductions of the artwork from the museum's online 
store. 

It will be recognised that an important requirement for CA devices is that 
25 they quickly and efficiently gather data from beacons such that the user is not 
required to undertake actions such as staying close to a beacon whilst contact 
is established between portable device and beacon, nor having to specifically 
initiate interaction (as is the case with the above-mentioned system In US 
5,835,861). A further requirement is that the portable device should be kept 
30 relatively simple insofar as the data gathering from beacons is concerned: in 
the Cooltown system, a full web browser and display capability is required to 
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support user navigation within the web page indicated by the URL beinq 
broadcast. 

It is therefore an object of the invention to provide a system for the 
delivery of data via beacons whereby the amount of dedicated circuitry and 
operating procedure are kept to low levels. 

In accordance with a first aspect of the present invention there is 
provided a communications system comprising at least one beacon device 
capable of wireless message transmission and at least one portable device 
capable of receiving such a message transmission, wherein the beacon is 
arranged to broadcast a series of inquiry messages each in the fom, of a 
plurality of predetemiined data fields arranged according to a first 
communications protocol, wherein the beacon is further arranged to add to 
each inquiry message prior to transmission an additional data field and 
Wherein the at least one portable device is arranged to receive the transmitted 
inquiry messages and r^ad data from said additional data field. By adding the 
additional field (suitably at the end of a respecth^e Inquiry message), data 
broadcast may be carried on top of an existing inquiry process, such that the 
usual delays while such a process is earned out prior to data transfer are 
avoided. Furthermore, by placing the additional field at the end of those sent 
according to the communications protocol (preferably but not essentially 
Bluetooth), those protocol^ompatible devices not intended for reception of 
beacon signals can simply ignore the additional data without compromising 
operation according to protocol. 

Where the protocol is Bluetooth (or a similar frequency hopping 
an^angement) the beacon may be configured to broadcast a series of inquiry 
messages on a predetermined clocked sequence of frequencies, with dock 
infomiation for the beacon being carried by the additional data field. As will be 
described in greater detail hereinafter with respect to embodiments of the 
.nvenfon. this can improve the inquiry perfomiance of a Bluetooth system 
shortening the time to establish a connection for data exchange 



wo 02/01814 



4 



PCT/EPOl/06948 



The beacon may be arranged to include an indication in one of said 
predetermined data fields (suitably In a currently unused or unassigned field), 
said indication denoting the presence of said additional data field, such that 
devices configured for reception of beacon data may be triggered to read from 

5 the additional data field. 

The beacon may be arranged to include in a message first comparison 
data, with the portable device further comprising storage means holding 
second comparison data and comparator means arranged to identify when 
there is a match between the first and second comparison data and present 

10 the data read from the additional data field, otherwise to not present the data. 
Such second comparison data may be predetermined and/or pre-stored, or it 
may be determined adaptively from user profiling of the portable device user. 

Also in accordance with the present invention there is provided a mobile 
communication device for use in the system recited above, the device 

15 comprising a receiver capable of receiving a short-range wireless inquiry 
message including a plurality of data fields according to a first communications 
protocol, means for determining when an additional data field has been added 
to said plurality of data fields, and means for reading data from such an 
additional data field and presenting the same to a user. 

20 Further in accordance with the present invention, there is provided a 

beacon device capable of wireless message transmission and for use in a 
communications system comprising said beacon device and at least one 
portable device capable of receiving such a message transmission, wherein 
the beacon is configured to broadcast a series of inquiry messages each in the 

25 form of a plurality of predetermined data fields arranged according to a first 
communications protocol, and to add to each inquiry message prior to 
transmission an additional data field, such as to enable the at least one 
portable device arranged to receive the transmitted inquiry messages to read 
data from said additional data field. As described in relation to the system as a 

30 whole, the beacon device may be arranged to add said additional data field at 
the end of a respective inquiry message; it may be arranged to include an 
indication in one of said predetermined data fields, said indication denoting the 
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presence of said additional data field; the said firet communications protocol 
may comprise Bluetooth messaging; and the device may be configured to 
broadcast a series of inquiry messages on a predetemiined clocked 
succession of frequencies, with clock infbmiation for said beacon being 
included in data canied by said additional data field. 

Still further in accordance with the present invention, there is provided a 
method for enabling the user of a portable communications device to receive 
broadcast messages wherein at least one beacon device broadcasts a series 
of inquiry messages each in the fonn of a plurality of predetermined data fields 
arranged according to a first communications protocol, wherein the beacon 
adds to each inquiry message prior to transmission an additional data field 
carrying broadcast message data, and wherein the portable device receives 
the transmitted inquiry messages and reads the broadcast data from said 
additional data field. 

Prefened embodiments of the invention will now be described, by way 
of example only, and with reference to the accompanying drawings, In which: 

Figure 1 is a block schematic diagram of a beacon and portable device 
embodying the invention; 

Figure 2 is a schematic diagram of a series of devices in a linked 
beacon infrastructure; 

Figure 3 is a chart illustrating the transmission of a train of inquiry 
access codes centred on a given frequency ; 

Figure 4 illustrates alternation between trains of inquiry messages over 
the duration of an inquiry broadcast; 

Figure 5 illustrates the insertion of a packet of broadcast data within an 
existing transmission slot; 

Figure 6 illustrates a first arrangement for sending beacon clock data in 
a sequence of inquiry message trains; and 

Figure 7 illustrates an alternate an^ngement to that of Figure 6 for tiie 
sending of beacon clock data. 
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,n ,he wowing description we consWer particulariy a CA application 
«hich utilises Bluetooth p«*.cols for communication of messages from 
pe 1 to portable device (whe«,er tetephone, PDA or o«,er). As w,li be 
ecognlsed me gene^l invention concept of including a broadcast channe as 
, part o. the inquiry procedure Is no. restricted to Bluetooth dev,ce«. and . 
aplilbie to other communica«ons anangements, in parUcular frequency 

use With one or more low power, short range base stations or beacons 12 14^ 
, risoned previous^, and discussed in greater detail below, su^ an 
^ngen«nt may be used In places ilKe shopping malls to provrde locatiorv 
^c infbrmation such as local maps, —ion on nea*y s ops and 
^staurants and so on, with the beacon downloading infom,at,on keys to a 
"2 device. An infom-ation key Is a small data oblect that prov,des a 
„ ^trence to a sou.^ of full infomiatlon, ar«l it is in the form of a number o^ 

oresented to a user. Another fieW will be a pointer or address of some form, 
fo^ple a URL or telephone number. Other supplementary fields may 
L the data is presented to a user and how the address may^ 
.„ exploded. The beacon will geneialiy broadcast cyclically a number of «,ese 
kevs each typically relating to a different sennce. . , ^ ^ 

issues relating to the beacon construcaon and conflgurafon include the 
heacons range which will be dependent on output power (typical range be,ng 
1mWto100mW), levels oflocal interference, and ■eceiversens.bvny. 

The use.s CA terminal 10 comprises an aerial 16 coupled wrth 

transceiver stage 18 for the recepUon and transmission of messages 
oZnTmessages result from user input to the telephone, either audio inpu^ 
vifmlc^phone 20 and A/D converter 22 or other data input via ttre keypad or 
ZTZ means 24. These inputs are processed tc message data fom,at ^ 
30 Signal and data processing stage 26 and converted to transmissron fom,at by 
encoder 28 before being supplied to the transceiver stage 18. 
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Messages receh/ed via the aerial 16 and transceiver 18 are passed via 
a decoding stage 30 to a filtering and signal processing stage 32 If the data 
earned by the message is for presentation on a display screen 34 of the 
telephone, the data will be passed to a display driver 36, opMonally after 
■ buffenng 38, wHh the driver fbnnatting the display image. As will be 
recognised, the display 34 may be a relatively simple low-resolution device 
and the conversion of received data to display data may be carried out as a 
subset of the processing stage 32 functionality, without the requirement for a 
dedicated display driver stage. 

Where the message is carrying data from one or other of the beacons 
12. 14. the telephone has the ability to filter the information received according 
to pre-stored 40 user preferences and the user Is only alerted (ie the 
■nfomiation will only be retained In buffer 38 and/or presented on screen 34) if 
comparison of stored preference data and subject matter Indicators in the 
message indicate that an Item of data of particular intemst has been received 

For conventional audio messages, the audio data is output by the filter 
and processing stage 32. via D/A converter 42 and amplifier 44 to an 
earphone or speaker 46. Receipt of such messages from the telephone 
networic 48 is Indicated by arrow 50: the telephone network 48 also provides 
the l,nk from the telephone 10 to a wide-area network (WAN) server 52 and 
Via the WAN 54 (which may be the internet), to one or more remote sen^lce 
providers 56 providing a source of data for the telephone 10. 

Communication between the CA temiinal (telephone 10) and the CA 
base station (beacon 12) takes two fomis: 'push' and 'pull', m 'push' mode 
.nformation is broadcast by the beacons 12. 14. to all portable terminals 10 in 
the fom, of Short 'keys' indicated at 60. The keys will take various fomis 
according to the application but will generally include a concise description of 
the information being sent and a pointer to fuller infomiation. e.g. a URL 
Identifying one of the service providers 56. 

Keys are received by the temiinal 10 •unconsciously', that is. without 
direct intervention by the user, and automatically filtered according to the 
user's pre-set preferences by a comparator function applied in processing 
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stage 32. Suitably, the processing stage is operable to apply the comparator 
function in multiple simultaneous or overlapping copies such as to process in 
parallel the relatively large number of keys that may be received. Some will be 
discarded, some kept for further study, others might cause the user to be 
alerted immediately. By way of example, shops might choose to push details 
of special offers into passing terminals in the knowledge that users who have 
interest and have therefore set their filters 32 accordingly will be alerted by 
their terminal. 

Sometimes the user will wish to obtain more information than is 
contained in the keys. Here, *puir mode allows a user to set up a connection 
with a server 56 (which need not necessarily be specially configured for CA 
use) and actively request information to puil down into the terminal 10. This 
mode is therefore typically interactive. 

\A/hilst base stations or beacons will typically be independent of one 
another (in a shopping mall set up, each shop provides and maintains its own 
beacon without reference to any beacons provided by neighbouring shops), 
the beacons may be wholly or partially networked with at least some co- 
ordination as to their broadcast messages. 

Figure 2 is a diagram of such a system 100 of linked beacons 
embodying the invention and providing an implementation of an infrastructure 
for use in, for example, department stores, shopping malls, theme parks, etc. 
The system 100 comprises a plurality of beacons 102, 104, 106, 108 
distributed over a series of locales. Each of the beacons 102-108 broadcasts 
one or more short-range Inquiry signals In a time-slot format as described in 
greater detail hereinafter. The beacons 102- 108 are controlled by a beacon 
infrastructure server (BIS) 110, with one or more terminals 112, 114, 116, 118 
being connected to the server 110. The terminals 112-118 enable service 
providers, i.e., the users of beacons 102 - 108, to author or edit allocated 
service slots in the form of added data piggy backed on inquiry facilitation 
signals transmitted by beacons 102 - 108. A service provider may lease a 
beacon or one of the beacon's service slots from the infrastructure provider. To 
this end, server 110 provides simple HTML templates for filling out by the user 
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v.a one of terminals 112-118. Having filled out the template with, for example 
a description of the service and other infomiation for the data to be carried via 
the beacon broadcast, the template Is returned to server 110. preferably via a 
secure link using, e.g.. Secure HTTP (S-HTTP) or Secure Sockets Layer 
(SSL). SSL creates a secure link between a client and a serve, over which 
any amount of data can be sent securely. S-HTTP is designed to transmit 
md^^dual messages securely. Sender 110 then creates the appropriate 
addrtional data package for appending to the inquiry signal of a relevant one of 
the beacons 102 - 108 based on the infomiation submitted with the template 
The system 100 may further comprise an application server 120 to assist in 
carrying out various functions, as will be readily understood by the skilled 
reader. 



Refemng back to Figure 1. a strong candidate technology for the 
wireless link necessary for at least the 'push' mode of the above-described CA 
system is Bluetooth, on the grounds that it is expected to become a 
^mponent part of a large number of mobile telephones 10. In analysing the 
Bluetooth protocol for CA broadcast or 'push" mode utilisation, a problem may 
be seen. In the ideal case, the terminal 10 will detect fixed beacons 12 14 
and extract basic infomiation from them without the terminal 10 needing to 
transmit at all. However, this type of broadcast operation is not supported by 
the current Bluetooth specification. 

In part, the incompatibility follows the frequency hopping nature of 
Bluetooth beacon systems which means that, in order for broadcast messages 
(o, indeed, any messages) to be received by a passing temiinal. the temiinal 
has to be synchronised to the beacon in both time and frequency The 
portable device 10 has to synchronise its clock to the beacon clock and from 
the beacons identity, deduce which of several hopping sequences is being 
employed. ^ 

To make this deduction, the portable device has conventionally been 
required to join - as a slave - the piconet administered by the beacon as 
Piconet master. Two sets of procedures used, namely -inquiry- and 
•page", inquiry allows a would*e slave to find a base station and issue a 
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T ■ to ioin the net Analysis of these procedures indicetes that the time 
rrt raZ'anJn.-napos^onU. recede— n.^^^ 

. Lid be several tens of seconds, which is much too long for CA 
. iruser .av move out of ran.e of a heacon hefore i^nln. 

r of rece.n. hroadcest d^ f«.rn 

least partially by the frequency-hopping nature of Bluetooth ana 
^'s ^ sLtooa, inquiry procedure has been proposed spec^cal^ ^ 

inquiry Access Codes (DIAC). Thfe message transmission is repeated at 
sevZi levels- first, it is transmitted on 16 f«quencies f«>m a total of 32 
several levei:^, mou, ^^^^^c, ic opnt twice on two 

making up the inquiry hopping sequence. The message b sent tmc 
ZqueliL in even timeslots v,ith the following, odd timeslots used to listen for 
I^irTL two corresponding inquiry response hopping f^quences^ 
S^n IZZ. and their response counterparts can therefore be cove^ 
„T«mtlo.s, or 10ms. The chart of F«ure 3 illustrates 
sequence on sbdeen frequencies centred around fW. wheie m -P-ents 
the inquiry liopping sequence. 
3, next step . ^ .pe«on of the — -^^I^:: 

N times At the very least, this should be set at Ninquiry ^t"^ 
^ritCnce w^ch con^t^utes a train of ..nsmisslons which we ref^r 
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o as .nquin, transmission *ain A. Next, inquiry transmission train A is swapped 
for rnqurry transmission t^in B consisting of a S^nsmission sequence on the 
^marnrng 16 ftequencies. Again, the *.in B is made up of 256 repetitions of 
the transmission sequence. Overall, the inquiry transmission cycle l»tween 
. transmrssrons of fain A and train B. As shown by Figure 4, the specification 
s^tes »,a, «,is swsch between .rains must occur at least three t^es ^ ensura 
the collection of all responses in an encr-free environment This means that 
an inquiry broadcast could take at least 10.24 seconds 

One way to reduce this would be for the switch between inquiry 
transmission trains to be made more rapidV, i.e. without waiHng un«. «,e 2.56 
seconds tor 256 repetitions of the 10ms to cover the 16 th,estots is up This 
may suitably be accomplished by setting the systems to switch over If no 
■nqurry message is detected after say 50ms, on the understanding that no 
such message will be detected in the remainder of the prasent train 

A portable device that wants to be discovered by a beacon enters the 
■nqurry scan substate. Here, it listens for a message containing the GIAC or 
DlACsofrnterast. It. too, operates in a cyclic way it listens on a single hop 
fi^uency for an inquiry scan period which must be long enough to cover the 
16 rnqurry frequencies used by the inquiry. The inten,al be*„een the beginning 
Of successive scans must be no greater than 1.28 seconds. The ftaquen^ 
Chosen comes from the list of 32 making up the inquiry hopping sequence 

On heanng an inquiry containing an apprapnate lAC, the portable 
devrce enters a so-called inquiry response substate and issues a number of 
■nquror response messages to the beacon. The beacon wOi then page the 
portable device, inviting it to join the piconet 

'^'^"«°"«' above and shown in Figure 5, the applicants propose that 
the , nqurry messages issued by the base station have an extra fieU appended 
to them, capable of carrying a userKfefined payload (CA DATA). In the CA 
scenano, this paytoad is used to cany broadcast infbm«tion, or keys to CA 
tem,inals during the inquiry procedure. By adding the fiek. to the end of the 
-nqurry message, it will be appreciated that non-CA receivers can ignore it 
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Without n»dHicatlon. In addWon, by using a CA^pecific DIAC. CA receivers 
can be alerted to the presence of the extra irrfomiation field. 

The presence of the exha data field means that the guard space 
conventionally allov,ed at the end of a Bluetooth inquiry pad^et is reduced. 
However, this space - provided to give a frequency synthesiser time to change 
to a new hop frequency - vriil be generally unused othen-ise. as ounert 
frequency synthesisers are capable of sv*!hing at speeds which do not need 
extension into the extra guard space. T1« standard Mquiry packet is an ID 
packet of length 68 bits. Since it is sent in a half-slot, the guard space 
allocated is (625/2 - 68) = 244.5 ps (625 MS slot period. 1 Mbit/s signalling 
rate) Modem synthesisers can switch in much less time v«th figures of 100 ,is 
or lower considered routine by experts in the field. Applicants therefbre 
propose allocatkK. of 100 bits as a suitable size for this new field, although rt 
will be readily understood that other field sizes are, of course, possible. 

CA handsets can receive the broadcast data quickly without bemg 
required to mn through a lengthy procedure to join a pioonet. in add>t,on, 
since there is no need fbr the handset to transmit any information whatsoever, 
there is a consequent power saving that will be particularty important ,n dense 
environments where many CA base stations may be present. Nevertheless, 
When the handset is In interactive mode and wishes to Join a piconet in order 
to obtain more lnfom«tk.n, it may empk>y the default Inquiry procedures as 
nomial. There is no loss of functtonality through supporting the additional data 

In a typical embodiment, four of our 100 bits will be lost as trailer bits for 
i the IID flew; this is a consequence of it being read by a cooelator. Of the 96 
bits remaining, applicants preferred allocation is that 64 be used as data and 
32 as a 2/3 FEC (fbn«ard error correction) checksum although the checksum, 
any headers included, and other overheads may greatly reduce the number of 
bits avanable fbr data, pertiaps to 10 bits or fewer in some circumstances. 
.0 Each inquiry buret thus contains 8 bytes of broadcast data. In a ""^t «>™™" 
scenario, by the second group of A and B trains the portable device has found 
the base station, understood it to be a CA beacon and is awart.ng the 
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broadcast data. Since it will be listening specifically, the portable device will at 
least be able to read 256 bursts of data tv.ice (A and B). giving us two lots of 2 
Kbytes, or 4 Kbytes in total. 

At this stage, the portable device does not know the phase of the 
beacons clock because this information is not been transmitted. To assist the 
portable device, clock infomiation is transmitted in at least some of the trains in 
the first A and B groups, as shown in Figure 6. together with some auxiliary 
information indicating when the next switches between A and B will occur 
This clock infomiation will be transmitted in place of the CA broadcast data so 
means are provided to discriminate between the two data channels. Use of 
separate DIAC's is one possible method. 

In the case where the portable device knows the timing of the beacon 
the portable devices also knows how it will hop. which gives the ability to track 
all transmissions of a train. Since there are 16 transmissions in a frame, then 
the resultant CA channel has 16 times as much capacity and can convey 64 
Kbytes of information. 

Since the terminal wakes up every 1 .28 seconds or less, it will generally 
have Obtained the clocking Infomiation It needs by the halfway ma* in the first 
A or B periods. Switching from clock to data at these halfway marks as 
Illustrated in Figure 7. provides a number of useful advantages. Firstly some 
data can be received in less than five seconds from the start of the inquiry 
procedure. Secondly, the temiinal can still respond to an important key by 
automatically Issuing an inquin. response message to the base station (if that 
.s the appropriate action for the terminal to take) even if the key appears 
comparatively late in the cycle. It will be noted that no increase in capacity Is 
assumed. 

In the foregoing, a portable device will receive all the additional data 
field packets on one of the 32 inquiry channels, thereby using only 1/32 of the 
available bandwidth. As will be recognised, if the uncertainty as to when a 
portable terminal (beacon slave) receives the first inquiry packet can be 
overcome, the predetemiined nature of the hopping sequence may be 
accommodated and the full bandwidth therefore utilised. For a slave to 
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synchronise with a masters inquiry hopping sequence from the point where it 

received the first pacl<et, the slave needs to know both the masters clocl< offeet 

and the position of the first received packet in the masters hopping sequence. 

In the following example, it is assumed that the master follows the Bluetooth 
5 minimum enquiry procedure, which comprises 256 repetitions of the 16- 

channel inquiry hopping sequences, with three train switches (as in Figure 4). 

Each sweep across the 16 channels takes 10ms. 

An altemative method of synchronising the slave hopping is to transmit 

clocking data in every broadcast field. The additional data field (BCD; Fig. 1) 
10 carries 4 bytes containing the following information: 

• Master clock offset (2 bytes); 

• Number of full train repetitions (1 byte) — assuming that a full train 
consists of 256 repetitions of 10ms trains, the range of this 
parameter is 0-255 (before the inquiry switches to the next full train). 

IS This indicates to the slave when the master will next switch the full 

train. 

• How many full train switches have been completed In the current 
inquiry cycle (1 byte) - this data indicates to the slave what the 
master is likely to do at the end of the current full train, i.e. whether it 

20 will switch over to another full train or whether the inquiry procedure 

will terminate. 

As long as no channel repeats In the 10ms train, no field is required to indicate 
the position of the current channel in the hopping sequence as the slave is 
able to derive this from knowledge of the sequence. 

25 From the foregoing it will be seen that, by adding 4 bytes to each 

additional field packet, the slave can then pick up all additional field packets to 
the end of the inquiry, whilst still having 4 bytes available (firom our preferred 
assignment of 64 from 100 bits for data) to carry broadcast data. 

Considering a complete beacon signal, it will be readily understood that 

30 it will need to be divided into a number of 4-byte packets with one being sent 
with each inquiry packet. Assuming a fixed length of beacon signal for the 
purposes of illustration, at 16kB the full signal can be accommodated on a 
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Single inquiry train (a train being 256 repetitions of the 16-channel hop 
sequence, giving 256*16*4 bytes = 16I<B). 

Extending this, by fixing that the first packet of a beacon signal goes on 
the first packet of an inquiry train, from the nnessage indicator field for the 
number of repetitions for the cun-ent 16-channel hopping sequence in the 
message header, the slave is enabled to derive the position of the beacon 
packet it has received in the complete beacon signal. 

From reading the present disclosure, other modifications will be 
apparent to persons skilled in the art. Such modifications may involve other 
features which are already known in the design, manufacture and use of fixed 
and portable communications systems, and systems and components for 
incorporation therein and which may be used instead of or in addition to 
features already described herein. As an example, rather than the foregoing 
scheme of having 4 clock and 4 data bytes in every broadcast packet, other 
an^ngements may be used: an arrangement of 2 clock and 6 data bytes in 15 
out of every 16 packets (with 4 clock and 4 data bytes in every sixteenth 
packet) improves the data canying capability without necessarily detracting 
from the synchronisation performance. 
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CLAIMS: 

1 . A communications system comprising at least one beacon device 
capable of wireless message transmission and at least one portable device 

5 capable of receiving such a message transmission, wherein the beacon is 
arranged to broadcast a series of inquiry messages each in the form of a 
plurality of predetermined data fields arranged according to a first 
communications protocol, wherein the beacon is further arranged to add to 
each inquiry message prior to transmission an additional data field, and 

10 wherein the at least one portable device is arranged to receive the transmitted 
inquiry messages and read data from said additional data field. 

2. A system as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the beacon is arranged 
to add said additional data field at the end of a respective inquiry message. 

15 

3. A system as claimed in Claim 1 or Claim 2, wherein the beacon 
is arranged to include an indication in one of said predetermined data fields, 
said indication denoting the presence of said additional data field. 

20 4. A system as claimed in any of Claims 1 to 3, wherein said first 

communications protocol comprises Bluetooth messaging. 

5. A system as claimed in Claim 4, wherein the beacon is 
configured to broadcast a series of inquiry messages on a predetermined 

25 clocked succession of frequencies, with clock information for said beacon 
being included in data carried by said additional data field. 

6. A system as claimed in any of Claims 1 to 5, wherein said 
additional data field carries at least 64 bits of data. 

30 

7. A system as claimed in Claim 1. wherein the beacon is arranged 
to include in a message first comparison data, the portable device further 
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comprising storage means holding second comparison data and comparator 
means an-anged to identify when there is a match between the firet and 
second comparison data and present the data read from the additional data 
field, othenA/ise to not present the data. 

5 

8. A system as claimed in Claim 7, further comprising means for 
generating said second comparison data from user profiling of the portable 
device user. 

10 9- A system as claimed in Claim 7, wherein said comparator means 

is a programmable device operable to perfomn, in synchronous or overiapping 
manner, comparisons between respective sets of first and second comparison 
data. 

15 10. A mobile communication device for use in the system of any of 

Claims 1 to 9, the device comprising a receiver capable of receiving a short- 
range wireless inquiry message including a plurality of data fields according to 
a first communications protocol, means for detemiining when an additional 
data field has been added to said plurality of data fields, and means for 

20 reading data from such an additional data field and presenting the same to a 
user. 

11. A beacon device capable of wireless message transmission and 
for use in a communications system comprising said beacon device and at 

25 least one portable device capable of receiving such a message transmission, 
wherein the beacon is configured to broadcast a series of inquiry messages 
each in the fomi of a plurality of predetermined data fields ananged according 
to a first communications protocol, and to add to each inquiry message prior to 
transmission an additional data field, such as to enable the at least one 

30 portable device arranged to receive the transmitted inquiry messages to read 
data from said additional data field. 
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12. A beacon device as claimed in Claim 11, arranged to add said 
additional data field at the end of a respective inquiry message. 

13. A beacon device as claimed in Claim 1 1 or Claim 12, arranged to 
5 include an indication in one of said predetermined data fields, said indication 

denoting the presence of said additional data field. 

14. A beacon device as claimed in Claim 11, wherein said first 
communications protocol comprises Bluetooth messaging configured to 

10 broadcast a series of inquiry messages on a predetermined clocked 
succession of frequencies, with clock information for said beacon being 
included in data carried by said additional data field. 

15. A method for enabling the user of a portable communications 
15 device to receive broadcast messages wherein at least one beacon device 

broadcasts a series of inquiry messages each in the form of a plurality of 
predetermined data fields arranged according to a first communications 
protocol, wherein the beacon adds to each inquiry message prior to 
transmission an additional data field carrying broadcast message data, and 
20 wherein the portable device receives the transmitted inquiry messages and 
reads the broadcast data from said additional data field. 

16. A method as claimed in Claim 15, wherein the beacon adds said 
additional data field at the end of a respective inquiry message. 

25 

17. A method as claimed in Claim 15 or Claim 16, wherein the 
beacon includes an indication in one of said predetermined data fields, said 
indication denoting the presence of said additional data field. 
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